
L E W I S T O N 
— Attorneys 
M a t t h e w  P . 
Mastrogiaco -
mo and Ronald 
L. Bissonnette 
of Isaacson & 
Raymond, P.A., 
75  Pa rk  S t . , 
gave presentations on small 
claims court procedure and 
mechanics liens at the annual 
meeting of the Maine Society 
of Land Surveyors held at the 
Ramada Inn in Lewiston re -
cently.

Mastrogiacomo, who focus -
es his practice primarily on 
litigation, discussed and �eld -
ed questions about the small 

claims process 
and the proce -
dure of collect -
ing judgments. 
B i s s o n n e t t e , 
who limits his 
practice to re -
al estate, com -
mercial, corpo -

rate and business law and es -
tate planning, instructed the 
participants on the proper pro -
cess and bene�ts of �ling and 
enforcing mechanics liens.

Isaacson & Raymond is a 
general practice �rm that pro -
vides legal services to busi -
nesses and individuals in An -
droscoggin County as well as 
throughout Maine.
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Lewiston lawyers speak 
on small claims court

New pizza place moves 
into building with market

MECHANIC FALLS — Har -
vest Hill Farms is on the move 
again. Owners Peter and Ka -
thie Bolduc have just complet -
ed another expansion of their 
business with the recent open -
ing of Farm House Pizza and 
Deli at their Route 26 location 
in Mechanic Falls, a half-mile 
north of the junction of Routes 
26 and 11.

In addition to the opening of 
their new pizza shop, they al -
so moved their Country Farm 
Market to the new Route 26 
property.

Previously located on Route 
11 at 840 Bakerstown Road in 
Poland, the Farm Market now 
occupies the right side of the 
�rst �oor of the restored farm -
house and the pizza shop occu -
pies the left side, with the main 
entrance for both being at the 
left side of the Farm House. 
The entrance is also handicap 
accessible with a new wheel -
chair ramp.

Farm House Pizza and Deli is 
under the management of pizza 
a�cionado Paul Federico, who 
brings with him 20 years of ex -

perience in the pizza business. 
The menu includes pizza, hot 
and cold subs, wraps and Ital -
ian sandwiches, plus salads 
and pasta. Federico makes his 
own primavera sauce for the 
pasta o�erings on the menu. 
They also o�er numerous side 
orders including, but not limit -
ed to french fries, onion rings, 
garlic bread and much more.

The Farm Market o�ers a 
complete line of their range fed 
beef, pork, chicken and turkey 
cuts along with fresh vegeta -
bles, depending upon the sea -
son. They stock an extensive 
wine selection in addition to 
the beer and soft drinks in the 
pizza shop. Fresh dairy prod -
ucts from Smiling Hill Dairy 
are also available, along with 
a complete line of Harvest Hill 
Farms Maple syrup products 
from their two maple sugar op -
erations in Poland and Byron.

For more information on 
Harvest Hill Farms and what 
their family of businesses 
have to o�er, call 998-5485, 998-
3467, or log on to: www.harves -
thillfarms.com.

SUBMITTED  PHOTO
Owners Peter and Kathie Bolduc have opened a new pizza shop, 
Farm House Pizza and Deli, on Route 26 in Mechanic Falls. The 
new shop occupies half the building, the other half being the 
Country Farm Market, moved from its former location on Route 
11 in Poland.

Grand opening

SUBMITTED  PHOTO
The sta� of Elite Body Essentials, 697a Route 202, Greene, will 
hold a grand opening celebration Saturday, Feb. 20, from 9 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. The public is welcome to come and meet them and en -
ter to win ra�es, prizes and giveaways. They will o�er special 
promotions and free 10-minute chair massages from 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. For more information, call 946-2323. From left, in front, 
are Lisa Gray, vice president; Candice Gray, president; and Jessie 
Lavoie, cosmetologist. Back row, Maggie Rose, CSR; Carol LePage, 
licensed massage therapist; Lena Galipeau, cosmetologist; Mat -
thew Gray, CSR. Not pictured are Amy Aubut and Kayla Foisy.
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Low in�ation 
provides Fed 
room to keep 
rates down 

Foreclosures slowing
Report: Fewer people falling behind on home loans 

Medicare private plan premiums jump 14%

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The Federal Reserve seems 
likely to keep interest rates 
at record lows for several 
more months after news Fri -
day that consumer prices ex -
cluding food and energy fell 
in January.

It was the �rst time such pric -
es have fallen in any month 
since 1982.

The tame report on consum -
er prices sent a positive sig -
nal to investors and borrow -
ers. It suggested that short-
term rates can remain low to 
strengthen the economic re -
covery without triggering in -
�ation.

Some worry that a Fed rate 
increase a�ecting consum -
ers and businesses might be 
imminent, especially after it 
just raised the rate banks pay 
for emergency loans.

Friday’s news helped reas -
sure �nancial markets. The 
Dow Jones industrial average 
rose about 9 points, or 0.1 per -
cent. Broader stock averages 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
end of the foreclosure crisis 
is �nally in sight. For the �rst 
time in almost three years, the 
number of homeowners falling 
behind on their loans is declin -
ing.

The drop means the number 
of people losing their homes 
will start to fall. But some pain 
from the crisis is sure to persist. 
Because millions of people are 
already in foreclosure, deeply 
discounted houses will put pres -
sure on home prices for years.

“Housing is on a path to re -
covery,” said Mike Larson, a 
real estate analyst with Weiss 
Research. “It’s going to be a 
very long, gradual process.”

In high-foreclosure cities like 
Las Vegas, Phoenix and Miami, 
homes have lost roughly half 
their values from their peaks. 
But a report Friday from the 
Mortgage Bankers Association 
showed Nevada, Arizona and 
Florida had some of the biggest 
declines in new delinquencies.

The �gures probably mark 
“the beginning of the end” of 
the crisis, said Jay Brinkmann, 
the trade group’s chief econo -
mist.

However, more than 15 per -
cent of homeowners with a 
mortgage have missed at least 
one payment or are in foreclo -
sure, a record. Worse, nearly 
half of all delinquent borrowers 
were at least three months be -
hind on their payments, up from 

a typical level of less than 20 per -
cent.

“The bad news is that we still 
have a big problem,” Brinkmann 
said. “The good news is it looks 
like it may not get much bigger.”

That’s because the percent -
age of borrowers who missed 
just one payment on their 
home loans fell to 3.6 percent in 
the October-to-December quar -
ter from 3.8 percent in the third 
quarter, according to the Mort -
gage Bankers Association. 
That decline was even more 
surprising because delinquen -
cies usually rise at that time of 
year due to higher heating bills 
and holiday spending.

In another encouraging sign, 
the number of borrowers who 
had missed at least one pay -
ment but were not yet in fore -
closure also fell for the �rst 
time since the beginning of 2007.

Banks are delaying the fore -
closure process, traditionally 
between four and six months, 
as they evaluate borrowers for 
help under the Obama admin -
istration’s $75 billion mortgage-
relief e�ort. It lowers borrowers 
payments to as low as 2 percent 
for �ve years and extends loan 
terms to as long as 40 years.

But experts warn that hun -
dreds of thousands of borrow -
ers will not be eligible or will 
not complete the process. So 
far, only 116,300 borrowers out 
of 1 million who enrolled have 
had the terms of their mortgag -

es changed permanently.
Despite the government’s ef -

forts, there may be 6 million 
foreclosed homes that are put on 
the market over the next three 
years, according to Barclays 
Capital.

Timing is key. If banks un -
load them suddenly, “it will be 
much more detrimental to the 
housing recovery than if it’s a 
slow, gradual bleed,” said Mi -
chelle Meyer, a Barclays econ -
omist.

On Friday, Obama announced 
that housing agencies in the �ve 
hardest-hit states of Arizona, 
California, Florida, Michigan 
and Nevada will receive $1.5 bil -
lion in �nancial rescue money.

It will go to local programs to 
help unemployed homeowners, 
“under water” borrowers who 
owe more than their home is 
worth, or to give lenders incen -
tives to assist borrowers with 
second mortgages. The pro -
grams will need to be approved 
by the Treasury Department.

“Government alone can’t solve 
this problem,” Obama said. “But 
government can make a di�er -
ence.”

In a brie�ng with reporters, 
administration o�cials ac -
knowledged that the e�ort was 
just a small one. But they said it 
could help develop broader na -
tional solutions. “What we’re 
trying to do here is foster inno -
vation,” said Herbert Allison, an 
assistant Treasury secretary.

WASHINGTON (AP) — Mil -
lions of seniors who signed 
up for popular private health 
plans through Medicare are 
facing sharp premium increas -
es this year — another sign that 
spiraling costs are a problem 
even for those with solid insur -
ance.

A study released Friday by 
a major consulting �rm found 
that premiums for Medicare 
Advantage plans o�ering med -
ical and prescription drug cov -
erage jumped 14.2 percent on 
average in 2010, after an in -
crease of only 5.2 percent the 
previous year. Some 8.5 mil -
lion elderly and disabled Amer -
icans are in the plans, which 
provide more comprehen -
sive coverage than traditional 
Medicare, often at lower cost.

Lee Durrwachter, a retired 
chemical engineer from Grand 
Marais, Mich., said his pre -
miums more than doubled 
this year — even though he 
switched plans to try to save 
money. “It doesn’t bode well,” 
Durrwachter said. “It’s unaf -
fordable.”

The Medicare �ndings are 
bad news for President Barack 
Obama and his health care 
overhaul that is bogged down 
in Congress. That’s because the 

higher Medicare Advantage 
premiums for 2010 followed a 
cut in government payments 
to the private plans last year. 
And the Democratic bills pend -
ing in Congress call for even 
more cuts, which are expected 
to force many seniors to drop 
out of what has been a rapidly 

growing alternative to tradi -
tional Medicare.

Republicans have seized on 
the Medicare Advantage cuts 
in their campaign to derail the 
health care bills, and seniors 
are listening. Polls show se -
niors are more skeptical of the 
legislation than the public as a 

whole, even though Democrats 
would also reinforce original 
Medicare by improving pre -
ventive bene�ts and narrowing 
the prescription coverage gap.

At a town hall meeting Fri -
day outside Las Vegas, Obama 

A SS OCI ATED  P RE SS
President Barack Obama spoke at a town hall meeting Friday at Green Valley High School in Hender -
son, Nev. The president said the Medicare Advantage plans are getting a “sweet deal” from the gov -
ernment — overpayments averaging 13 percent.

A SS OCI ATED  P RE SS
This East Palo Alto, Calif., home is in foreclosure. The number of borrowers falling behind on their mortgage payments dropped sharply at 
the end of last year, a sign the foreclosure crisis is beginning to ebb.
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of people losing their homes 
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already in foreclosure, deeply 
discounted houses will put pres -
sure on home prices for years.

“Housing is on a path to re -
covery,” said Mike Larson, a 
real estate analyst with Weiss 
Research. “It’s going to be a 
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homes have lost roughly half 
their values from their peaks. 
But a report Friday from the 
Mortgage Bankers Association 
showed Nevada, Arizona and 
Florida had some of the biggest 
declines in new delinquencies.

The �gures probably mark 
“the beginning of the end” of 
the crisis, said Jay Brinkmann, 
the trade group’s chief econo -
mist.
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sure, a record. Worse, nearly 
half of all delinquent borrowers 
were at least three months be -
hind on their payments, up from 

a typical level of less than 20 per -
cent.

“The bad news is that we still 
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said. “The good news is it looks 
like it may not get much bigger.”
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spiraling costs are a problem 
even for those with solid insur -
ance.
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a major consulting �rm found 
that premiums for Medicare 
Advantage plans o�ering med -
ical and prescription drug cov -
erage jumped 14.2 percent on 
average in 2010, after an in -
crease of only 5.2 percent the 
previous year. Some 8.5 mil -
lion elderly and disabled Amer -
icans are in the plans, which 
provide more comprehen -
sive coverage than traditional 
Medicare, often at lower cost.

Lee Durrwachter, a retired 
chemical engineer from Grand 
Marais, Mich., said his pre -
miums more than doubled 
this year — even though he 
switched plans to try to save 
money. “It doesn’t bode well,” 
Durrwachter said. “It’s unaf -
fordable.”

The Medicare �ndings are 
bad news for President Barack 
Obama and his health care 
overhaul that is bogged down 
in Congress. That’s because the 

higher Medicare Advantage 
premiums for 2010 followed a 
cut in government payments 
to the private plans last year. 
And the Democratic bills pend -
ing in Congress call for even 
more cuts, which are expected 
to force many seniors to drop 
out of what has been a rapidly 

growing alternative to tradi -
tional Medicare.

Republicans have seized on 
the Medicare Advantage cuts 
in their campaign to derail the 
health care bills, and seniors 
are listening. Polls show se -
niors are more skeptical of the 
legislation than the public as a 

whole, even though Democrats 
would also reinforce original 
Medicare by improving pre -
ventive bene�ts and narrowing 
the prescription coverage gap.

At a town hall meeting Fri -
day outside Las Vegas, Obama 

A SS OCI ATED  P RE SS
President Barack Obama spoke at a town hall meeting Friday at Green Valley High School in Hender -
son, Nev. The president said the Medicare Advantage plans are getting a “sweet deal” from the gov -
ernment — overpayments averaging 13 percent.

A SS OCI ATED  P RE SS
This East Palo Alto, Calif., home is in foreclosure. The number of borrowers falling behind on their mortgage payments dropped sharply at 
the end of last year, a sign the foreclosure crisis is beginning to ebb.
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Article from Sun Journal on
Saturday, February 20, 2010
announcing the opening of
 our new Farm House Pizza
and Country Farm Market.


