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Linnaea Herring, 2, of Yarmouth eats a pancake breakfast at Harvest Hill Farm in Poland on Sunday.

appeared to be a 9-mm gun in
his right hand.

Theriault said the clerk gave
the suspect all the money in the
store’s cash register.

The suspect made off with
about $200 cash and was last
seen running west on nearby
Gleason Street.

A canine unit from the
Franklin County Sheriff’s Of-
fice was called in to help inves-
tigator’s track the suspect.

The trained dog was able to
track the suspect down Glea-
son Street, but then lost the

man’s scent.
Theriault said the clerk told

investigators that the man was
wearing a dark blue hooded
sweatshirt, gray sweatpants,
white sneakers and a dark
scarf around his neck that cov-
ered much of his face.

He said that the store’s own-
er, Gary Collins, recently up-
dated his surveillance equip-
ment and that authorities were
able to pull photos from the vid-

eo footage, but the scarf cover-
ing his face made it difficult to
identify him.

Theriault said that about
nine units responded to the
scene, including officers from
Mexico, the Franklin County
Sheriff’s Office and the Maine
State Police.

“This was totally out of the
blue,” Theriault said of the
robbery. “We had a lot of units
there fairly soon after.”

house to sugar house, but visi-
tors were certain to find one
item no matter where they
went in Maine — lots and lots
and lots of maple syrup, both to
sample and to buy.

“I really like maple syrup.
It’s so sweet,” said 10-year-old
Hunter Emery as he eagerly
made his way down the hill to-
ward the Megquier Hill Farm
sugar house and the pancake
breakfast awaiting him.

The Leeds boy and his fam-
ily have celebrated Maine Ma-
ple Sunday for as long as he
could remember. His mother,
34-year-old Pam, called the an-
nual daylong statewide cele-
bration a great family event
with the added benefit of boost-
ing Maine’s economy and tour-
ism industry.

Bolduc, a member of both the

Southern Maine Maple Sugar-
makers Association and the
Maine Maple Producers Asso-
ciation, said that maple syrup
producers are at the mercy of
Mother Nature when it comes
to collecting sap.

He said that farms in central
and southern Maine, includ-
ing his Poland operation, will
be lucky to produce one-third
of the syrup compared to last
year.

He said this was due in large
part to three factors — little-
to-no snowpack, few swings
in temperature between day
and night, and the fact that sap
started flowing much earlier
than previous years.

On the other hand, many
northern farms, such as the By-
ron cooperative Bolduc is also
involved with, actually exceed-
ed last year’s sap collection.

“The emphasis is on buying
and eating local,” Bolduc said
in response to the crowds com-

ing out to support local farmers
and maple producers. “Maple
syrup consumption is growing
10 percent every year even in
a bad economy. A lot of people
are keeping their money close
to home.”

Bolduc is not alone in his
feelings about buying locally
produced food as a way to help
sustain Maine farm families.

Carrie Skillings, 39, a Flori-
da transplant who now lives in
Raymond, loved her inaugural
Maine Maple Sunday. Leaving
Harvest Hill with a bag full of
maple loot, Skillings stressed
the importance of supporting
local farmers and said that was
one of her main reasons for
coming out despite Sunday’s
bitter temperatures.

“I bought a little bit of ev-
erything. It was all delicious,”
Skillings said. “It’s impor-
tant to know where your food
comes from.”
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CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP)
— A handful of people were
reported injured by violent
storms that ripped the metal
roof off at least one building,
damaged dozens of homes and
knocked down countless trees
in central North Carolina on
Sunday night, officials said.

National Weather Service
meteorologist Gail Hartfield
from the Raleigh office said
there are initial reports of sev-
eral injuries from the storms
that blew through the Lin-
wood area in southwestern
Davidson County. She said 20
to 30 homes were damaged in
High Point and a dispatcher
in Thomasville said she had
gotten a report of at least one
home that caught on fire in
that town.

Hundreds of lightning
strikes have been reported, as

well as high winds, hail and
heavy rain. Tornado watch-
es and warnings were issued
throughout the night for sever-
al counties between Charlotte
and Greensboro.

WCNC-TV reported that a
resident of a mobile home park
in the Belmont-Mount Holly
area was taken to a hospital af-
ter suffering a heart attack.

Hartfield said eyewitness-
es have spotted several torna-
does, though none has been
confirmed. She said the weath-
er service would send out a
team on Monday to investi-
gate. Northern Georgia also
was hit with heavy storms.

The Charlotte Observer re-
ported that much of the roof
of the Parkdale Fiber Distri-
bution Center in Belmont
was blown off and ended up in
trees.

Storms slam N.C.

ment of Health and Health and
Human Services is reduced to
$22 million in the new budget,
and the $73 million cuts to pub-
lic schools would be trimmed
to $47 million. The budget cov-
ers the period through June 30,
2011.

Senate Republican Leader
Kevin Raye praised the spend-
ing package.

“Working in a bipartisan
manner with our colleagues
across the aisle, we softened
the impact of the cuts by al-
most entirely restoring the
cuts to nursing homes, and
adding an additional $1 mil-
lion to home-based care, ser-
vices that give our elderly and
disabled a better quality of life,
and also save the taxpayers
untold dollars,” said Raye, of
Perry.

The spending package is ex-
pected to hit the House floor by
Tuesday morning, said House
Speaker Hannah Pingree, D-
North Haven. Lawmakers
have until noon Monday to

propose amendments.
The Senate chair of the Ap-

propriations Committee said
the bipartisan support for the
budget set a positive tone for
the debate.

“It’s a good way to start,”
said Sen. Bill Diamond, D-
Windham, adding he knew of
no attempt by senators from ei-
ther party to amend the bill.

The supplemental budget
restores funding to the state’s
Rainy Day reserve fund by
$7 million. Longevity pay for
state employees would be re-
stored, but Baldacci’s propos-
al to merge four natural re-
source-based departments is
dropped in favor of smaller
steps to consolidate services.

The $6.4 million restored
for nursing homes will soft-
en the impact on 24-hour ser-
vice providers and the number
of homes affected. It restores
$500,000 of the previously pro-
posed $580,000 cut to adult edu-
cation. The budget eliminates
the director of the state crime
laboratory’s position and pass-
es the role to a state police lieu-
tenant, and adds a detective’s
position to the crime lab.

WILMINGTON, N.C. (AP)
— An accused fugitive who
police say escaped while
serving a 20-year prison sen-
tence for drug trafficking
claims he’s a man who died
in Virginia nearly three de-
cades ago.

The man who North Caroli-
na authorities say is Charles
Sparks, 69, drove off from
a Florida prison in a car he
had been cleaning as part of
an inmate work crew, the
StarNews of Wilmington re-
ported Sunday.

However, the man told
the newspaper during a jail-
house interview that he is
William Bolyn Garrett of
Danville, Va. Police and Gar-
rett’s family say the man died
in 1983 at age 43.

Sparks told the paper he
couldn’t talk about his case
until it was resolved, but he
did make reference to being a
fugitive in his comments.

“Just as soon as everything
is settled up, maybe I’ll write
a book on how it is to be a fu-
gitive for 30 years and other
things prior to that, and how
it is to die in prison,” he said.
“How about flying in loads of
drugs into the United States,
having skirmishes with oth-
er armies in other coun-
tries of the world, things like
that.”

Sparks is being held at the
New Hanover County Jail
and is charged with finan-
cial identity fraud, false pre-
tense and being a fugitive.
He said he had been living on
a boat somewhere in South
Carolina before he was ar-
rested last week at a Wilm-
ington Social Security office.
He had applied for benefits to
pay medical bills after suffer-
ing a heart attack about five
months ago.

A Social Security employee
notified police after a super-
visor confirmed that Bill Gar-
rett was dead. Investigators
identified Sparks through
fingerprints in an FBI data-
base.

Sparks said he had been
living on a boat that had two
bedrooms, a bathroom, living
room, kitchen and space in
the back to fish.

Sparks had served about
two years of his sentence
when he escaped while work-
ing on a car wash detail, ac-
cording to a Department of
Corrections news release.

Fugitive
claims ID
of man
who died
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KABUL, Afghanistan — Pres-
ident Barack Obama paid a sur-
prise visit to Afghanistan Sun-
day as he sought to steel Ameri-
can forces for a tough summer
fight and deliver a political jolt
to Afghan President Hamid
Karzai as he weighs potential
peace talks with the Taliban.

In his first visit to Afghani-
stan since taking office, Obama
firmly prodded Karzai to take
more decisive steps to reform
his corruption-tainted govern-
ment so both leaders can cap-
italize on the surge of 30,000
more American troops into the
war zone.

Speaking to nearly 2,000 mili-
tary service personnel, Obama
warned they faced “difficult
days” in the escalating fight

against Taliban insurgents.
“There are going to be set-

backs,” Obama said during the
20-minute speech at Bagram
Air Field near Kabul. “We face
a determined enemy. But we al-
so know this: The United States
of America does not quit once it
starts on something.”

The six-hour trip capped a
week in which Obama won
Congressional approval of a
health care overhaul that was

the centerpiece of his domestic
agenda, signed it into law and
announced a treaty with Rus-
sian President Dmitry Medve-
dev to cut the nuclear arsenals
of both countries.

His visit came at a pivotal
moment for both the U.S.-led
military coalition and the Kar-
zai government.

After a successful military
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President Barack Obama meets with troops at Bagram Air Base in
Afghanistan on Sunday.

Obama visits troops,
chides Afghan leader

M A P L E S U N DAY

BY ANDIE HANNON
Staff Writer

MEXICO — Police in Mex-
ico are looking to the public
for help tracking down a sus-
pect who pulled a gun on a
convenience store clerk dur-
ing an early morning armed
robbery Sunday.

“This clerk was all alone.
The man told her to give him
the money and that he didn’t
want to hurt anybody,” said
Chief James Theriault of the
Mexico Police Department.

Theriault said that the
armed robbery occurred
about 6:20 a.m. at the Mexico
One Stop on Harlow Road. He
said that the clerk had been
at the store since about 5:30
a.m. and had just opened the
business at 6 a.m. Theriault
said the woman reported that
the suspect — a white male,
5 feet, 10 inches to 5 feet, 11
inches tall, weighing be-
tween 140 and 160 pounds —
entered the store with whatBY ANDIE HANNON

Staff Writer

POLAND — One-hundred-fif-
ty pounds of pancake mix. Check.
One-hundred-twenty pounds of
bacon. Check. Twenty gallons of
sweet, sweet maple syrup. Double-
check. Putting smiles on the faces
of the more than 2,500 people of all
ages from all over the region by
filling their bellies full of pancake
breakfast. Priceless.

“It was very, very good, and the
bacon was exceptional,” smiled
Marjy Sessions, 83, of Norway,
who’s been heading out for Maine
Maple Sunday with her husband
of 56 years for nearly a half-centu-
ry. “We don’t often get to the farm
markets. But when we do, we usu-
ally enjoy it.”

Sessions and her husband,
87-year-old Bob Sessions, came
out for the Maine Maple Sunday
celebration at Harvest Hill Farms.

Mainly, the couple laughed,
they came out for the all-you-can-
eat pancakes, bacon and freshly
bottled maple syrup.

Held at the Poland farm’s sub-
sidiary, Megquier Hill Farm,
owner Pete Bolduc expected this
year’s event to draw more than

2,500 people.
“It’s just a great celebration of

Maine,” Bolduc said in between
welcoming well bundled-up visi-
tors who braved biting winds to
come to his pancake breakfast
Sunday morning. “Forget about
daylight savings time. Maine Ma-
ple Sunday is the real turning
point.”

More than 40 sugar houses
threw their doors wide open Sun-
day, inviting tens of thousands
of Mainers to sneak a peek at the
time-honored tradition of trans-
forming anywhere from 35 to 65
gallons of sap into just one gallon
of maple syrup.

Events, treats and entertain-
ment may have varied from sugar
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Josh Flaherty, 8, of Scarborough draws pictures on the steamy windows of the sugar house at Harvest Hill Farm in Poland on Maine
Maple Sunday. The farm did a brisk business, selling bacon and pancakes covered in their own syrup for the annual event.

Scott Smith of Paris, left, and Mike Arsenault of Poland
cook up breakfast at Harvest Hill Farm in Poland on
Maine Maple Sunday.

‘Great celebration of Maine’
Sugar shacks draw crowds

“Forget about daylight
savings time. Maine

Maple Sunday is the real
turning point.”

Pete Bolduc, farm owner
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A protester holds a sign out-
side Westminster Cathedral
in London during a demon-
stration calling for Pope Bene-
dict XVI to resign. Protesters
said the pope has covered up
child sex abuse by Catholic
clergy. More on Page A5.

Pope under fire

Mexico
store
robbed
Man tells One Stop
clerk to hand over
money, shows gun

BY GLENN ADAMS
Associated Press Writer

AUGUSTA — A state bud-
get revision that reduces cuts
for schools and the state’s so-
cial services agency will be
taken up this week by the
House and Senate with little
of the political rancor that
seems to dominate debate on
the national stage.

Gov. John Baldacci con-
trasted the Appropriations
Committee’s unanimous ap-
proval and bipartisan sup-
port with what’s happening
in Congress and some other
state capitols.

“Democrats and Republi-
cans are unable to work to-
gether. In Maine, though, it’s
different,” the Democratic
governor said in his weekend
radio address. “Despite the
most difficult economy since
the Great Depression, Demo-
crats and Republicans have
been able to put aside par-
tisanship and work togeth-
er to put Maine on the right
track.”

In January, Baldacci ad-
vanced a budget package re-
flecting a $438 million gap be-
tween revenues and needs.
But since then, improved
revenues and greater-than-
anticipated federal funding
have brightened the revenue
picture, shrinking the gap to
$310 million.

As a result, reductions to
programs, especially in two
of Maine’s largest agencies,
will be less severe than ex-
pected if the budget passes.

A $68 million cut that had
been proposed for the Depart-

Maine
budget
on front
burner
Governor praises
parties for ability
to work together
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